
“Connecting churches in ministry,” is the mission of the Spring River Baptist Asso-

ciation. So when Rodney Rambo, the lead pastor/planter for a new church plant in 

the Joplin area, reached out to our association and requested to meet at the Baptist 

Student Center the decision was made to grant his request. This article is an intro-

duction to Rooted Church, the name of this new work of God in Joplin. Hopefully it 

will answer many of the questions you have about this new church that is beginning 

to meet at the Baptist Student Center. 
 

Rooted Church is a church planting effort intentionally launched from a church of 

the same name in Springdale, Arkansas. Rooted Church in Joplin is part of a family of 

churches that share the same name and similar values but who are each led through 

their own local pastors. This is a model that is being applied to several church plant-

ing efforts in other states as well. Rodney Rambo is currently finishing his degree at 

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Rodney and his wife Shawna have been 

assessed and approved through a partnership between the North American Mission 

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention and the Arkansas Baptist Convention. The 

Arkansas Baptist Convention is contributing to the funding for the mission. Rooted 

Church is currently working to affiliate with the Missouri Baptist Convention 

through our multiplying churches missionary Adam Stoddard. Rodney has also con-

tacted the SRBA church planting committee to mutually explore a partnership be-

tween this new church plant and our association of churches. 
 

The decision to allow Rooted Church to meet at the Baptist Student Center was 

based on several considerations. Among these is the belief that cooperating with 

other churches to expand God’s kingdom is an appropriate use of an SRBA resource. 

Additionally, SRBA already has a team dedicated to SBC church planting efforts in 

our region and Rooted Church falls into that category. An evaluation of the partner-

ships and agreements that led to the start of this church planting project qualified it 

for meeting space at the Baptist Student Center. 
 

The genius and the joy of working among SBC partners is that each partner partici-

pates at the level they are able regardless of how large or small the contribution. 

The Rooted Church request to use the BSU on Sundays is one that SRBA is able to 

fulfill. (The BSU doesn’t schedule events on Sunday in order to ensure student par-

ticipation in local church ministry, so the building is almost always empty on Sun-

day mornings). We continue to thank God for His grace in sending workers into the 

harvest field. Pray for your church planting committee as they explore a partnership 

between the Spring River Baptist Association and Rooted Church. Pray that God will 

use Rooted Church to reach people for Christ that are far from the Lord. 
 

For more information on this developing story please email the Spring River Baptist 

office (srbadom@gmail.com) or Steve Stafford of our church planting committee 

directly (pastorstevestafford@hotmail.com). 

Rooted Church 



SRBA Church Contributions January - July 2017 

Church  Total    Church  Total   

Asbury       150.00  *  Forest Park   16,289.80  * 

Bethany    4,963.28    Greenwood       887.94  * 

Bethel    2,059.17  *  Harmony Heights       723.99  * 

Blake    2,816.00    Joplin Heights       276.62  * 

Calvary, Carthage    1,338.00    Journey    3,510.08  * 

Carterville             -      LaRussell             -     

Cave Springs       712.05  *  Liberty             -     

College View    1,678.92    New Fairview       160.00   

Comunidad Cristiana, Webb City       660.88    New Hope         75.00   

Cornerstone       200.00    New Providence    2,340.54   

Church at Brookwood       500.00    North Main    3,930.33   

Emmanuel    3,710.37  *  Oak Grove    2,837.67  * 

Empire       150.00    Open Door       299.14  * 

Fairview    1,525.76    Reeds    1,051.20   

Fellowship    5,007.09  *  Risen Ranch    1,457.00   

FBC, Avilla    1,778.92    Royal Heights       362.84  * 

FBC, Carl Junction    3,047.14    Saginaw       646.35   

FBC, Carthage    4,956.00    Spring City    1,061.63   

FBC, Diamond    1,240.41  *  Victory    1,482.85   

FBC, Duenweg             -      Warren's Branch       974.00    

FBC, Jasper       600.00    Wildwood         86.37  * 

FBC, Joplin   12,414.53  *  Zion         83.91   

FBC, Oronogo    1,500.00     Individual       100.00   

FBC, Purcell       485.47  *  * Additional BSU giving   

FBC, Sarcoxie    1,877.59  *     

FBC, Webb City    1,154.45    Total Contributions 2017   93,163.29   


